[image: image1.png]o ARLYTICR
2008 &

January 22-23, 2008
David Intercontinental Hotel,





[image: image2.png]!






PATENTS IN THE ISRAEL ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY: REVIEW, AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE ART

Eyal Bressler & Lior Itzhaki
Dr. Eyal Bressler & Co., Patent Attorney, Ramat Gan, Israel
E-mail: eyal@bressler.co.il
IP (intellectual properties) and especially patents are a fundamental need in growing and active industries, and especially in the field of analytical chemistry, a highly specified and professional niche. Patents provide protection to a company's intellectual assets while preventing competitors from making any commercial use of the protected technology. Patents are especially useful in protecting analysis methods, diagnostic systems, machinery and reagents. 

An average of 50 patents and patent applications are filed with the IL Patent Office (ILPTO) per year, by local IL-located companies, such as Israeli universities (16%) and commercial organizations. Similarly, about 250 patents and patents applications are designated Israel each year by non-Israeli (international) organizations, such as Bayer, Olympus, Phillips and Roche (approx. 10 patents each). 2002 was a fruitful year with 450 total filings. In recent years there has been a constant increase of patent filing by international companies, with the ILPTO, however non of the international organizations had a disproportionate share of filings in 2006. In contrast, filing by local IL companies exhibited a sharp decrease from 2002 to now. 

The latest US regulations will have a deep impact on the prosecution of patents in general and on analytical chemistry related patents in particular. Recently, the USPTO published the new rules which will go into full effect on November 1, 2007. The main limitation of the new regulation is the number of claims presented for examination (5 independent and 25 total claims per application – "5/25 rule"). Therefore, drafting claims for a US application will need to take the new rules limitation into consideration and perhaps set the stage for the potential filing of divisional applications. 
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